CHAPTER FOURTEEN

i95o: ENGLAND UNDER SOCIALISM

MR. WINSTON CHURCHILL'S reference to the Gestapo in his
first broadcast before the 1945 election is said to have cost him
the election. All that he had done, however, was to adorn
with Churchillian rhetoric the important comment that the
policy of Mr. Attlee and his colleagues was not democratic but
totalitarian. Any British Government, whether Conservative,
Liberal, or Socialist, is under our existing constitution omni-
competent We have no written constitution. The second
chamber has no right of permanent veto, and the sovereign
has no right of veto at all. An independent judiciary was once
regarded as a safeguard of liberty but that safeguard is now
negatived by the new practice of retrospective legislation. The
individual now has no secure rights against the State and can
even, as was seen at Nuremberg, be executed for doing some-
thing which was not a crime when he did it. There is, there-
fore, nothing that an elected majority, however bare, cannot
in theory do, and no constitutional reform is necessary to render
a British Government totalitarian; it need only desire to be so.
The essence, as the world understands it, of totalitarianism is
the two-fold claim that the individual has no antecedent rights
against the State and that the State has no obligation to deal
uniformly with all individuals. The second claim is much the
more deadly in practice* Mr. Attlee's government makes both
claims without reserve.

As long as the State accepted in practice the obligation to
treat all classes, all creeds, and all races alike, public opinion
provided substantial security against injustice. If it was neces-
sary; before any man could be punished for his opinion, to
legislate so that all men could be punished for their opinions;
if, before any .nian could be arbitrarily deprived of his property,